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Self-Denial Week, though collecting here is very, very easy
as compared with England. Nearly all are so polite, and
in spite of all other claims give something. It was very
charming, of course, to feel that I was of use and that I am
likely to be of real help and relief in the Zulu War while
Smith* goes for a rest

* The heat has taken far more out of me than I realized
while the process was going on, and yet Zululand will be
hotter, and I shall just have to be content to do what I
can, thankful if I can relieve Soul (the Officer working
amongst the natives) for the time being, as he is positive I
shall/

A few weeks later he visited the Catherine Booth
Settlement, and some idea of his great love of nature
may be gathered from the description he gives of its
scenery:

*  So, with the kind 'permission of the crocodiles, snakes,
and hornets, let us climb the hill, about half a mile from
Arnatikulu River, to the Catherine Booth Settlement.    If
we  were  mere  tourists  the  climb  would be  well  worth
while, for the view from the front of our house is one of the
very loveliest in this world.    Mountains, hills and valleys,
trees and fields, with the winding river shining out here
and there, and the great road occasionally showing its plain,
clear line,  form  a total that reminds you of Wales and
Scotland, and other lands by turns, as the ever-varying lights
of sun, moon, and stars illuminate it.'f

After a stay of a few weeks he writes from Catherine
Booth Settlement:

' My last days here have now fled away, and although
I could stay most happily, if properly at work, I am glad
to get where I hope to be of more use. After posting this
I am to get my first real bit amongst the people, having
prevailed upon one of our own Soldiers, in whose kraal
are also a lot of heathen, to let me spend a night with him.

' The best Meeting yet of the whole series was last
Thursday; that is, it was nearly an entire heathen place to
which our people marched with flag and drum, where

* Lieut.-Colonel Smith for thirty years engaged in Native Work
in South Africa.
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